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Mission: The CML Champions Fund honors our past and fosters the future by championing 

educational scholarship and innovative community project opportunities today! 
  

        ​ The Connie and Merece Lubarski Champions Fund is a managed component fund 
established in 2021 in the memory of Connie and Merece Lubarski.  The fund is committed to 
supporting educational scholarship and opportunities at Stephen-Argyle Central, the 
development of the communities of Argyle and Stephen, and strategically supporting the overall 
development of NW Minnesota. 
​ The fund vision is to champion educational scholarship and innovative community 
project opportunities throughout NW MN. The CML Champions Fund provides grant funding 
from an endowed fund invested in the NW Minnesota Foundation.  These funds have been used 
to support $19,000 in educational scholarships to high school seniors and over $30,000 in 
innovative community projects over the past four years. 
 
 

 
 
 



​ A couple of recent grants to highlight are the greenhouse that is constructed at the 
Stephen-Argyle Central Junior/Senior High School.  The CML Champions Fund contributed a 
grant of $5,000 toward the construction of the greenhouse.  The facility will be used to support 
Agricultural Sciences and Food Sciences programs.  The CML Champions Fund has also 
provided a grant of $5,000 toward Argyle Community Pickle Ball Court.  The project fits the 
mission of the fund by improving the quality of life for all community members. 
 

 
 
​ Congratulations to Macy Haugen, the first CML scholarship recipient.  She has 
completed her undergraduate degree and will be starting her graduate program at Palmer 
School of Chiropractic in Iowa in November 2025. 
​ Here is an update from Signe Svendson, 2025 CML Scholarship recipient: 

“I am attending the University of North Dakota, some classes I have been enjoying are 
Writing for New and Traditional Media, Sociology and Interpersonal Communication. I am 
currently working as an Inclusion Paraprofessional in a special education classroom at Century 
Elementary School and I love it! I have been enjoying college and staying busy! My roommate 
and I did intramural pickleball which was a ton of fun and I also joined 2 clubs and I also attend 
Cru every Thursday which is a community passionate about faith. The Champions Fund 
Scholarship has helped me worry less about paying for my education allowing me to focus on 
my studies more. The scholarship is bringing me closer to my academic and career goals.”  



 
 

​ In acknowledgement and appreciation for supporting the CML Champions Club Fund 
with donations, we recognize the following individuals, businesses and organizations. 
Gold Level Donors ($10,000 & above) - Shawn Hunstad, David K Bergeron, Jay Labine, and 
Labine Family Fund 
Silver Level Donors ($5,000-$9,999) - Lee Labine, Field Bros. Farms, and United Valley Bank 
Bronze Level Donors ($1,000 - $4,999) - Dick Dahlstrom, Curtis Carlson, Shari Safranski, 
Jennifer Wichman, Gary Gruhot, Brian Riopelle, Larry Rivard, Brent Halfmann, Phil Thompson, 
Associates, and Tim Osowski 
        ​ Please visit http://www.sac.k12.mn.us/connie-merece-lubarski-champions-fund.html for 
information on how to contribute to the fund or develop a project proposal.  We can also be 
found on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61551617875295.  The fund's 

http://www.sac.k12.mn.us/connie-merece-lubarski-champions-fund.html
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61551617875295


current financial status includes $353,179.53.00 in net assets.  The overall goal continues to be 
$500,000 in net assets by Meet Your Neighbor Day 2026. 
        ​ To contribute to the CML Champions Fund please send contributions to: 
        ​ Northwest Minnesota Foundation 
        ​ Attn: CML Champions Fund 
        ​ 201 3rd Street NW 
        ​ Bemidji, MN 56601 
Or donate online by following the directions below: 

-   ​ www.nwmf.com, Give Now, Choose Connie and Merece Lubarski Champions 
Education Fund from the “Please direct my donation to” drop down menu, Follow the 
prompts for submitting your donation. 
-   ​ If you have questions or would like additional information regarding the fund, 
please contact a CML Champions Fund board member. 

 
 


