
 

CML Champions Fund 
June 2025 Newsletter 

Mission: The CML Champions Fund honors our past and fosters the future by championing 
opportunities today! 

 
 The CML Champions Fund is a managed component fund established in 2021 in the 
memory of Connie and Merece Lubarski.  The fund is committed to supporting educational 
scholarship and opportunities of Stephen-Argyle Central, the development of the communities of 
Argyle and Stephen, and strategically supporting the overall development of NW Minnesota. 
 The CML Champions Fund provides the largest scholarship awarded to a graduating 
senior at Stephen-Argyle Central.  The initial scholarship awarded was to Macy Haugen in 2022.  
Claire McGlynn earned the scholarship in 2023.  In 2024, the CML Champions Fund Board 
selected 3 students to receive the scholarship: Carsen Safranski, Jennifer Sargent, and Regan 
Swanson.  Carsen provided this update on her higher education transition and the impact of the 
2024 CML Champions Fund Scholarship.  
 “I am currently attending the University of North Dakota, majoring in Biology/Pre-Med 
and minoring in Psychology. My first year of college has been filled with many new challenges, 
each one requiring time to overcome. The classes have been different from what I was used to, 
but they have been highly engaging, and I have learned a great deal in just one semester. I 
really have enjoyed my Chemistry and Biology courses.  In addition to my studies, I pursued 
classes to earn my EMR certification, which enabled me to join the Stephen Ambulance team. I 
have also decided to work toward becoming a CNA while continuing my education at UND. 
Beyond academics, I have committed some of my time to volunteering at various organizations, 
which has been rewarding in many ways.  I want to sincerely thank the Connie and Merece 
Lubarski Champions Fund for the opportunity to further my education. Your generous 
scholarship has helped alleviate the financial burden of tuition and living expenses, for which I 
am truly grateful. I feel incredibly blessed to have received such an amazing opportunity.” 
 Regan provided this update on her higher education transition and the impact of the 
2024 CML Champions Fund Scholarship.  

“I have been attending Minnesota State University Moorhead (MSUM) for speech- 
language-hearing sciences the past 2 semesters. I have been loving my program and 
classes here at MSUM. I am projected to finish in the Fall of 2026. Then I will start 



graduate school in the Fall of 2027. With that, I have also been involved with National 
Student Speech Language Hearing Association (NSSLHA) and Letters of Love at 
MSUM. I also work for a company cleaning at Courts Plus in Fargo. Besides the work 
experience, a great benefit is I can use the facility to work out helping me to stay active. 
The Connie and Merece Lubarski Champions Fund has helped me immensely while I 
have been in college. It is has been much appreciated and has helped alleviate my 
expenses while studying speech-language pathology. I am very grateful to have 
received this award. I also appreciate the committee giving this wonderful scholarship to 
seniors at Stephen-Argyle Central.” 

Jennifer provided this update on her higher education transition and the impact of the 
2024 CML Champions Fund Scholarship.  

“I am currently enrolled at Northland and it is such a big change from high school! I’ve 
had many responsibilities and things to keep me busy, especially since I am about to graduate 
soon. I will be graduating in May of 2025 and I plan to go to BSU for a year to earn my 
bachelor’s degree before attending a school of medicine (I haven’t decided which one yet). I 
haven’t had much experience with many psychology classes yet, but with the ones I've had, I 
am loving my major! I am extremely thankful for the Connie and Merece Lubarski Champions 
Fund because it has enabled me to experience something I thought I would only be able to 
dream of. This is one of the most meaningful scholarships that I've yet to experience and I am 
so glad that I got the opportunity to be a part of its legacy. I am extremely proud of how far it’s 
gotten me so far and I hope that I can do it (and the people it represents) justice.”

 
 

The CML Champions Fund Board would like to congratulate Signe Svendson as the  
2025 recipient of the annual scholarship.  She is the daughter of Rob and Lydia Svendson.  
Signe will be attending the University of North Dakota in the Fall majoring in Human Nutrition.  
Her goal is to pursue a career in dermatology.  The CML Champions Fund Scholarship is 
$5,000 in the 2025-26 school year. 



 

 
 The CML Champions Fund is also involved in the Argyle Pickle Ball Court project.  The 
project fits the mission of the fund by improving the quality of life for community members.  The 
CML Champions Fund contributed $5,000 toward the community development project.  The 
CML Champions Fund has paid out over $30,000 in scholarships and community projects since 
inception of the fund.  The current assets of the CML Champions fund are $329,000. 



 In acknowledgement and appreciation for supporting the CML Champions Club Fund 
with donations, we recognize the following individuals, businesses and organizations. 
Gold Level Donors ($10,000 & above) - Shawn Hunstad, David K Bergeron, Jay Labine, and 
Labine Family Fund 
Silver Level Donors ($5,000-$9,999) - Lee Labine, Field Bros. Farms, and United Valley Bank 
Bronze Level Donors ($1,000 - $4,999) - Dick Dahlstrom, Curtis Carlson, Shari Safranski, 
Jennifer Wichman, Gary Gruhot, Brian Riopelle, and Tim Osowski 
 The current Board of Directors includes Jay Labine labine.jay@gmail.com, David 
bergeron dave.bergeron@ics-builds.com, Shawn Hunstad shunstad@revolvmfg.com, Nevin 
Lubarski nlubarski@sacredheartegf.net, Merle Adolphson merleadolphson@gmail.com, 
Superintendent Drew Kjono - dkjono@sac.k12.mn.us, and Chris Mills - cmills@sac.k12.mn.us - 
We continue to seek support for the mission and vision of the fund.  Please visit 
http://www.sac.k12.mn.us/connie-merece-lubarski-champions-fund.html for information on how 
to contribute to the fund or develop a project proposal.  We can also be found on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61551617875295.  The fund's current financial status 
includes $322,362.00 in net assets.  The overall goal continues to be $500,000 in net assets by 
Meet Your Neighbor Day 2026. 
 To contribute to the CML Champions Fund please send contributions to: 
 Northwest Minnesota Foundation 
 Attn: CML Champions Fund 
 201 3rd Street NW 
 Bemidji, MN 56601 
Or donate online by following the directions below: 

- www.nwmf.com, Give Now, Choose Connie and Merece Lubarski Champions Education 
Fund from the “Please direct my donation to” drop down menu, Follow the prompts for 
submitting your donation. 

- If you have questions or would like additional information regarding the fund, please 
contact a CML Champions Fund board member. 


